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I am referring this docket to you because I believe that your
Branch should have the lead role in preparing the reply.

has asked what measures the Ministry will be
taking in relation to the RCMP in order to ensure that the
Government's commitment to making discrimination on the basis
of sexual orientation a prohibited ground of discrimination in
relation to all areas of federal jurisdiction. I know that
there have been a series of meetings and correspondence
recently between the Solicitor General and the Commissioner of
the RCMP and, accordingly, you would be in a better position
to provide at least an interim response to Mr. Crosbie
regarding this issue.

At the same time, I would like Policy Branch to work closely
with your Branch on further developing the Ministry's position
on this issue. Policy Branch has been coordinating Ministry
input into a larger project being undertaken by Justice to
examine all aspects of the Canadian Human Rights Act and the
powers of the Human Rights Commission. The Work Plan of this
project is attached: to date, we have only provided Justice
with a preliminary list of our concerns and comments, in which
we have flagged sexual orientation as a major Ministry
concern. Justice informs us that they will be developing an
"Options Paper" sometime in June and will consult with the
Ministry at that time.
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Mr. lacobucci also wrote to Mr. Gibson on April 22 (letter
attached) asking the Ministry to give early attention to the
issue of mandatory retirement, which is chiefly of concern to
the RCMP.
I would be pleased to collaborate with your Branch on all the
above items.

TJean Charron
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