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I ^^■HM^^^^HI^Hienquiries were made of the British Forces to
determine if they would specifically state whether or not they would accept Canadian
Forces' homosexual members on exchange postings.

2. Our enquiries were quite timely in that the Vice Chief of Defence Staff of the
British Forces made the following general announcement on 4 September 1995:

"The High Court recently ruled on the exclusion of homosexuals from the
Armed Forces, confirming that the policy was lawful under UK domestic law.
It also commented that the decision on the future of this policy must properly
rest with parliament. The court did, however, strongly urge that the policy be
reviewed. In the light of this judgement, the Ministry of Defence has decided it
must examine and assess the current policy with the aim of presenting a paper
of evidence to assist the Select Committee on the forthcoming Armed Forces
Bill with any deliberations on the subject of homosexuality in the Armed
Forces. This assessment will be conducted by the augmentation of existing
policy staffs with a small team which will include civil servants and
representatives of the three services. They will start work in September and
will present their report to Ministers in January 1996. Evidence will be
gathered from service personnel of all ranks, and team members will also visit
overseas Armed Forces."
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3. Asa result of the forthcoming review, the British Forces declined to respond to
our enquiries at this time however, it is evident that they are coming under increasing
pressure to change or relax their policy on employment of homosexuals.
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4. We will continue to monitor this matter and will advise accordingly, when and
if the British Forces change their policy on employment of homosexuals.
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