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July 14, 1992

Hon Barbara McDougall, PC, MP
Secretary of State for External Affairs
231 West Block
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
KIA 0A6

Dear Barbara,

PLEASE QUOTE: D9204270
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Cc

During the Moscow Conference on the Human Dimension in September 1991,
Canada made representations with respect to sexual orientation and human rights. In
March of this year the Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs specifically spoke about
discrimination based on sexual orientation as well (excerpt enclosed).

I am writing to request that you provide me with a report on the follow up actions
that Canada has taken at the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe on this
issue since September 1991.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing
from you in the very near future.
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Sincerely yours,

Svend J Robinson, MP
Burnaby-Kingsway

OTTAWA
386 Confederation Building

Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6

(613> 996-5597

Svend Robinson, MP
Burnaby-Kingsway

BURNABY-KINGSWAY
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Burnabv. BC
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The NGO Community has always played an important role in the CSCE.
Now the time has come to take the NGO contribution one step further. At
future meetings dealing with the human dimension, there should be
Institutionalized contacts between the participating States, perhaps
represented by the Troika, and representatives of non-governmental
organizations. At such contact meetings, NGOs could present
assessments and documentation concerning the implementation of human
dimension commitments.

CSCE human rights standards and commitments have become extremely
advanced. . Indeed, we may be approaching the outer limits as regards
standard-setting. But in some areas, further progress can still be made.

righti^iJndigepousjp.eop.lesJs a case in point. The problems of .these-
most vulnerable of minorities need to be addressed by the
case in point is discrimination on account of sexual orientation.

The. CSCE has changed in many respects but remains an essential '
. framework for security cooperation. The upcoming post-HefsInki security^

forum will add new dimensions to our cooperation in this field. This shows
once again the ability of the CSCE to adapt and to respond to changing
requirements.

But first we must consolidate the arms control achievements that have
already been. made. The CFE Treaty is a cornerstone of the new European
security structure, its early ratification and entry into forte, aa signed, will
pave the way for further progress in security cooperation and give a
positive impetus to our partnership for democracy, stability and common-
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