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OTTAWA

April 8, 1992

HOUSE OF COMMONS
CANADA

PLEASE QUOTE: 9205455

Hon Barbara McDougall, PC, MP :
Secretary of State for External Affairs
231 West Block

Dear Ms. McDougall /

An anonymous commentary in bout de papier (February 1992)
revealed that institutionalized, government sponsored
discrimination against gays and lesbians is alive and well at your
Department. Furthermore, the discrimination revealed in that
article barely scratches the surface of the systemic injustice at
External.

There are four areas where gay men and lesbians are
discriminated against at EAITC. First, the Department generally
assists the spouses of FSOs to get visas and diplomatic status,
unless they're gay. Second, benefits for rotational employees
specified in the FSDs, such as travel and family reunion costs and
extra allowances, are not available to gay employees with a spouse,
as they are for opposite-sex couples. Third, pension and extended
medical/dental programs do not recognize same-sex couples for the
purpose of benefits. Fourth, a gay FSO may be denied a postings
if the Department feels that the anti-gay laws of the foreign
country make the posting unsuitable.

Your government has said that it "will take whatever measures
are necessary to ensure that sexual orientation is a prohibited
ground of discrimination in relation to all areas of federal
jurisdiction. 11 (Towards Equality. 1986). Your government has
recognized that sexual orientation is a prohibited ground in the
Canadian Charter _o.f Ri.qh_ts_a.nd. Freedoms (H.3P.gfl.K.d./ March 8, 1990).
And yet you have done nothing. As the anonymous contributor to
bout de papier said "one can only wonder why, arid for how long,
management and staff unions will continue to remain silent and to
ignore the plight of all employees serving their country abroad
while having to share their lives with a 'ghost'."
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I request that you review the policies of your Department anW
take immediate action within EAITC and with Treasury Board to
correct these injustices.

incerely yours

Svend J. Robinson, MP
Burnaby-Kingsway

SJRzpm

cc. Donald Mackay, President, PAFSO
the Editor, bout de papier
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