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— ASSIGNMENT 0? HOMOSEXUAL EMPLOYEES

FOLLOWING IS REPLY TO QUESTIONS YR REFTEL:

(A)HOMOSEXUALITY IS LEGAL IN DENMARK AND WITH ONLY VERY MINOR

EXCEPTIONS THERE IS NOTHING/NOTHING IN DANISH LAW WHICH DISCRIMINATES

EITHER BETWEEN MALE OR FEMALE HOMOSEXUALITY OR FOR THAT MATTER EVEN

BETWEEN HETEROSEXUAL OR HOMOSEXUAL ACTIVITY.(THE EXCEPTION BEING

DIFFERENCES IN THE AGE OF CONSENT.) DENMARK HAS EVEN TAKEN THE

PIONEERING STEP OF LEGALIZING HOMOSEXUAL QUOTE MARRIAGE UNQUOTE WHICH

NOW ALLOWS HOMOSEXUAL PARTNERS TO HAVE SAME FIGHTS AS A MALE/FEMALE

MARRIED COUPLE,EXCEPT IN TEE AREA OF CHILE ADOPTION.SI NCR 0CTS9 WHEN

LEGISLATION CAME INTO FORCE,1500 HAVE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF IT.

(3)A30VE SITUATION NOTW'ITHSTANDI NG, AND EASE WITH WHICH GAY COMMUNITY

EXISTS IN COPENHAGEN ALONGSIDE THE STRAIGHT MAJORITY THERE ARE STILL

SIGNIFICANT N0R OF DANES IN LOCAL BUSINESS AND GOVT ESTABLISHMENT(AND

MOST CITIZENS OF JUTLAND,GREENLAND AND FAROES LIVING IN TIGHTLY-KNIT

COMMUNITIES) WHO FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE WITH HOMOSEXUALITY AND FOR WHOM

IT IS A MATTER FOR DISAPPROVAL OR SUBJ OF GOSSIP.THEREFORE IN A SMALL
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EMBASSY SUCH AS OURS IT MIGHT BE A RISK THAT A HOMOSEXUAL MEMBER OF

STAFF WLD BE MORE CONSPICUOUS AND COMMENTED ONfGIVEN LIKELIHOOD THAT
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INDIVIDUAL WLD SEEK OUT SAI CONFRERES IN LESURE TIME) THAN WOULD BE

THE CASE AT A LARGER EMBASSY WHERE THAT PERSON WLD BE ONE OF MANI ON

STAFF AND LESS V ISIBLE.HOMOSECUALITY WLD HAVE LESS IMPACT ON

PERFORMANCE OF POST SUPPORT STAFF WHO DO NOT/NOT TRAVEL OFFICIALLY

AND HAVE LESS CONTACT WITH THE PUBLIC.

(C)NO/NO LEGAL CONSTRAINTS OR LACK OF PROTECTION AGAINST OVERT

DISCRIMINATION,BUT VERY PRESENCE OF ACTIVE AND WELL ORGANIZED GAY

COMMUNITY WITH MANY OF ITS OWN CLUBS AND BARS CLD BE A SOURCE OF

PROBLEMS FOR THE EMBASSY.
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