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Mr. Svcnd J. Robinson (Burnaby—KIngsway): Mr.
S]>eaker, my question is directed to the Associate Minis­
ter of National Defence. In April, 1989 Michelle Doug­
las, a talented young officer who was the top graduate in
her class of 85 was fired from the forces after p degrading
SIU investigation, solely because she happens to be
lesbian.

The recent decision of the Security Intelligence Re­
view Committee struck down this forces’ policy as
unconstitutional, and the report of the Marin Commis­
sion urged an end to the SIU witch-hunts against
lesbians and gays in the Armed Forces. When will the
government finally change this inhumane policy, as the
equality rights committee, of which she was a member,
unanimously recommended five years ago?

Hon. Mary Collins (Associate Minister of National
Defence and Minister responsible for Status of Women):
Mr. Speaker, I know of the hon. member’s continuing
interest and concern on this issue.

I think that he is aware that as as result of the Marin
report, we have indeed agreed that homosexuality will
not in itself be grounds for review of security clearances.

However, on the broader issues, these are still under
discussion, both within our department and with the
Minister of Justice, in terms of our over-all review for
the Canadian Human Rights Commission Act, and I am
sure those decisions will be forthcoming over the coming
months.

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Klngsway): Mr.
Speaker, the minister knows that there is a very serious
and immediate problem in this area end that the con*
tracts of members of the forces whose careers are
currently in limbo, and who are affected by this Armed
Forces policy, are coming up for renewal in the coming
months.

I ask the minister for her assurance that members of
the Armed Forces whose contracts are coming up for
renewal, who are currently in limbo as a result of the
government’s delay in ensuring equality for all members
of the forces, will have those contracts renewed and that
the members who are affected by this will not, in fact,
lose their lives, have their livelihood shattered and
destroyed as so many others have done before them.

Hon. Mary Collins (Associate Minister of National
Defence and Minister responsible for Status of Women):
Mr. Speaker, my hon. colleague has brought this matter
to my attention in recent days. I have asked my officials
to look at this issue very closely. I will certainly be
responding to the hon. member just as soon as possible.
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