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The Island Gay Society

25th July 1987
A Member of the International Gay Association

Victoria, B.C.

Mr Robert de Cotret
MP-PC-Berthier, Maskinonge, et Lanaudriere
Minister Responsible for the Treasury Board
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0A6

Dear Mr de Cotret:
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In October of 1985, the Parliamentary Sub-Committee on Equality
Rights presented its report in the House of Commons; in March
of 1986, the Minister of Justice promised to "take whatever measures
that are necessary to ensure that sexual orientation is a prohib­
ited ground of discrimination in . . . all areas of fe'deral jur­
isdiction."
We have been advised that the Minister of Justice is now consid­
ering expanding the Canadian Human Rights Act to include protection
for Canadian lesbians and gays, and the Island Gay Society urges
you to review the report, to study its recommendations, and to
press your fellow members of Cabinet and colleagues in the House
to do so as well; in this way, you will realize the importance
of the recommendations contained in the report, and the need
for their adoption in legislation.
Homosexuals comprise ten per cent of the population in Canada;
can it be said that the House can not see that this significant
minority in Canadian society deserves protection?

We look forward to hearing of developments in this area. For
the Island Gay Society, I remain

Sam Archer,
Secretary.
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