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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRIME MINISTER

Amendments to the Canadian Human Rights Act (CHRA)

Two fundamental questions must be addressed
concerning the proposal to amend the CHRA:

Is it necessary to act now?

° There is no legal requirement to amend the CHRA.

’ Mr. Crosbie, as Minister of Justice, had indicated
in speeches that he intended to introduce
amendments before the end of 1986. We understand
that Mr. Hnatyshyn has not made any commitment on
timing.

What would be the consequences of delaying?

0 An overall review of the CHRA was announced
formally in Toward Equality which was released in
March, 1986.

° The Speech from the Throne indicated that the
House would be asked.to consider amendments to the
CHRA but did not specify any timing.

° Over the Summer '86, the Department of Justice
conducted an extensive consultation process both
inside and outside government. Pressure groups
are aware that technical work is completed and
that proposals are ready for ministerial
consideration.

° Any delay in proceeding would therefore have to be
explained in light of the public expectations
raised by the consultative process.
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Such an explanation could be made in terms of
! other legislative priorities of the Minister of
; Justice and the government.
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