
Government of Canada Gouvernement du Canada

news release communique
Date Date

For release Pour publication

MINISTER OF JUSTICE TABLES PROGRESSIVE
MEASURES FOR EQUALITY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

OTTAWA, March 4, 1986 — The Honourable John C. Crosbie,
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, today
announced in the House of Commons the government's initiatives
to ensure new opportunities, dignity and fairness for all
Canadians in their efforts to find employment, build a future,
and play a full and equal role in society. Today's actions
will ensure federal laws and policies meet the equality
guarantees of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and
demonstrate the government's commitment to social justice.

In making the announcement, the Minister tabled Toward
Equality, the government's response to each of the 85
recommendations of the Parliamentary Committee established by
the government to seek the views of Canadians on equality
issues. - . - -  ' . .

"We are committed to equality and social justice. This
government has given much consideration to the recommendations
and concerns of Canadians. That is why we are taking concrete
steps to protect the rights of people unjustly and unfairly
discriminated against in our society", the Minister stated.

"This government does not want to force Canadians to go to
court to find fairness and equal treatment under federal laws
or in the federally regulated private sector", Mr. Crosbie
emphasized.

"That is why the government has taken the leadership role
in resolving controversial equality issues in a manner
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consistent with the letter and the spirit of the Charter", the
Minister said.

The Minister of Justice announced major policies with
respect to the Canadian Human Rights Act. The government
agrees that human rights legislation should in general have
primacy over other laws and will consider whether the Act needs
amendment to bring this about. The concept of reasonable
accommodation will be added to the Act. The Minister also
stated that as part of a review of the Act he will consider
whether amendments are needed to make it clear that systemic
discrimination is prohibited.

The government will immediately end mandatory retirement
for federal public servants and will amend the Canadian Human
Rights Act to no longer allow mandatory retirement as an
absolute rule for employees under federal jurisdiction.-

The government will take whatever measures are necessary
to ensure that sexual orientation is a prohibited ground of
discrimination in relation to all areas of federal
jurisdiction. c

The Canada Elections Act will be amended to extend voting
rights to all mentally disabled persons. Legislation will be
introduced very shortly to ensure the equal protection and
equal benefit of the law for the mentally disabled under the
Criminal Code.

The government is fully committed to expanding the role of
women in the Armed Forces and will ensure that women will be
able to compe£a__for all trades and occupations. The government
siiall vigorously pursue this policyS in a manner consistent with■-________ ___ - 1 ****** ~ _ - —---
the requirement of the Armed Forces to be operationally
effective in the interests of national security.

The government’s response contains both new initiatives as
well as measures already announced which fully respond to
recommendations made by the Committee, including:
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‘Bill C-62, an employment equity program to enhance the level
of participation of disadvantaged Canadians in the work-place.

‘Bill C-90, introduced on December 19th, 1985 providing that
men and women retiring in the same circumstances receive
equal periodic pension cheques.

‘A program announced in July, 1985 to bring federal facilities
up to the Barrier-free Design Standard set by the Department
of Public Works, ensuring accessibility to persons with
disabilities.

"This government is committed to the process of securing
equality for all Canadians. The measures announced today are
an important step in that direction. I believe Canadians will
recognize and support the positive actions which have been
taken to strengthen the values of fairness and tolerance in our
society", the Minister said.

"While the government had to make difficult decisions on
controversial issues, we are confident that the response to the
Committee’s recommendations is progressive and balanced,
addressing the concerns expressed by many Canadians", concluded
the Minister.
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