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The Impact of the Overall Response

As noted in our covering memorandum, the
current response has moved to become considerably more
cautious than the original proposal contained in Mr.
Crosbie's MC and risks leaving on the Government's
agenda major contentious issues for resolution later in
the mandate, when there may be less flexibility and be
greater pressure to act.

In addition, the Government's existing
commitments, as embodied in the discussion paper
Equality Issues and Federal Law and emphasized in the
social justice theme, may not be met by the overall
response as it is now proposed.

There is flexibility in reviewing the major
issues we have flagged to demonstrate a more
progressive position. In particular, we signal the
areas of mandatory retirement, sexual orientation,
women and the armed forces, and primacy of the
Canadian Human Rights Act for P&P's attention and
potential strengthening.

CCSD Ministers, in response to a suggestion
that the Government might consider a general, more
non-committal approach, strongly supported as
comprehensive and substantive an overall position as
possible, so that the package would be a viable and
valuable centerpiece of the Government's social justice
package.
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