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DND RESPONSE TO EQUALITY RIGHTS
SUBCOMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
1. In Jan 85, a Subcommittee of. the House was
constituted to examine certain federal laws and policies
in the context of Section 15 (Equality Rights) of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. There were
five issues of major concern to the CF in this examination:
the employment of women, the policy on homosexuals,
mandatory retirement ages, physical and mental standards,
and recognition of common-law status.
2. The Subcommittee tabled its report in the House on
25 Oct 85. Cabinet has called for a consolidated govern­
ment response to the report's recommendations, to be
coordinated by the Department of Justice. In order to
prepare the response, which must be tabled no later than
21 Feb 86, the Department of Justice has set a deadline
of 20 Dec 85 for departmental inputs to the consolidated
response.

3. The Department of Justice has nominated lead depart­
ments for some of the recommendations, joint responsibility
for others, and also collateral interest departments for
most of them. The lead departments will call meetings of
representatives from departments that have a collateral
interest, with the objective of arriving at a consensus
for the proposed consolidated response. The first two
interdepartmental meetings have already been set for 13
and 14 Nov 85.

4. BGen A. McLellan, Chairman of the Charter Working
Group (995-8984), will coordinate the CF participation,
and will be the sole contact between DND and the Department
of Justice for that purpose. He will attend the inter­
departmental meetings, with appropriate specialist staff
from within NDHQ. A strategy for arriving at a depart­
mental position on the many issues, before the inter­
departmental meetings, is being developed.
5. Recommendation Number 12, concerning security
clearance guidelines, will be of particular interest to you.
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To provide the context in which that recommendation was
made, I have attached a copy of the whole chapter cover­
ing the subject of sexual orientation. We have had DND
included as a department of collateral interest for
that recommendation.
6. I am sure that you will want to assess the
implications' to us of implementing recommendation No 12,
so that a department position can be proposed. As I
know you appreciate, time is critically short to complete
this work. An inter-departmental meeting to discuss
this issue could be called as early as a week from now.
When such a meeting is called, I would appreciate it if
your OPI could attend with BGen McLellan. In. the meantime,
he is available to provide further information if required.

Encl: 1

P.D. Manson
LGen

ADM(Per)
992-7582
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