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SUBJECT
OBJET HOMOSEXUALITY IN THE RCMP; CORRESPONDENCE FROM CLAYTON RUBY

Mr. Ruby wrote to you on October 23, 1984 (facing)
expressing his displeasure with remarks made by the
Commissioner of the RCMP on the topic of recruiting
homosexuals by the Force. His concern focusses on the
discriminatory nature of the Commissioner's position.
He says in part "...that [this attitude] is precisely the
kind of reasoning which was used against jews and blacks and
which is today, I would hope, utterly unacceptable."
Mr. Ruby first wrote to your predecessor on this topic and
notes that he never received a reply. In addition,
Mr. Svend J. Robinson, M.P., wrote to you on February 7
(Tab A) encouraging you to reply to Mr. Ruby's letter.
SECRETARIAT COMMENT

You will recall that over the past summer, the Commissioner
dealt with a member of the Force who was discovered to be
homosexual by having him agree to convert from regular
member to civilian member status. Since it is unclear
whether some form of legal action may arise from that
employment situation, it may be inappropriate to respond to
Mr. Ruby in a substantive way. In addition the
Sub-Committee of the Standing Committee on Justice and Legal
Affairs, which is dealing with equality issues in federal
laws, will among other things be looking into the
application of section 15 of the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms to the issue of sexual orientation.
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2 CONFIDENTIAL

RECOMMENDATIONS

Fred E. Gibson

Accordingly, it is recommended that your reply to Mr. Ruby
adopt a neutral position. Attached for your consideration
are draft correspondence to Mr. Ruby and to Mr. Robinson.

Attachments
Tab A - Letter from Mr. Svend Robinson, M.P.
Letter to Mr. Svend Robinson, M.P.
Letter to Mr. Clayton Ruby
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