
Mr. Bentham said the two were
there as students responding to
campus publicity about the. public
forum.

Mr. Robinson, the MP-for Burna­
by, B.C., asked Solicitor-General
Robert Kaplan at a House of
Commons committee meeting Tues- 

committee hearing yfesterday that
he did not know why the men were
.not studying for exams instead of
attending the meeting. “Maybe
they wanted an afternoon of come­
dy,” Mr Simmonds said.

Homosexuals can’t
* become Mounties, *

commissioner says
APR 13 TO

By JEFF SALLOT
Glob* and Mall Reoortor

OTTAWA — The RCMP will not
knowingly hire homosexuals be­
cause of the force's public image
and because most policemen are
uncomfortable working with them,
RCMP Commissioner Robert
Simmonds said yesterday.

Under questioning at the House
of Commons justice and legal af­
fairs committee, Canada’s highest-
ranking police officer said that "my
views are quite firm at the mo­
ment" on the long-standing RCMP
policy banning recruitment of
known homosexuals.

When MP Svend Robinson (NDP-
Bumaby) insisted on knowing why,
Mr. Simmonds said his position is
based on “my perception of the
public expectation” of the RCMP. ,

In addition, he said, "there are
few members of any police organi­
zation who are comfortable with
people of that persuasion in their
midst. I’m not saying whether it’s
fair or not. That's the way it is.'*’

Mr. Simmonds said a future
commissioner might read the pub­
lic mood differently and change the
policy.

Mr. Simmonds told a Senate
committee last summer that it was
a mistake when a civilian file clerk
in the RCMP security service was
denied a high-level security clear­
ance rating because he was homo­
sexual.

Yesterday, he repeated previous
statements that homosexuals
should not be denied Government
security clearances simply because
of their sexual orientation.

The commissioner said it is still
policy to grant security clearances
if the individual’s homosexuality is
acknowledged. Acknowledging 

homosexuality lessens the risk of
the person being blackmailed or
coerced into violating oaths of se­
crecy, he said.

"The’ issue of sexual persuasion
... is not a bar" to issuing a secur­
ity clearance, he said.

However, knowingly recruiting
homosexuals as Mounties is a dif­
ferent question, he added, because
"the organization is perceived In a
certain way in the community."

Mr. Simmonds also said that he
is not so naive as to think that in an
organization as large as the RCMP
there are absolutely no homosexu­
als.

A royal commission into illegal
and questionable RCMP activities
reported in 1981 that the Mounties
had a secret history of indiscrimi­
nate spying on homosexuals in Otta­
wa.

The justice committee is conduct­
ing hearings on Solicitor-General
Robert Kaplan’s Bill C-9, which
would create a new security intelli­
gence service to replace the securit-
y service of the RCMP.

Commissioner Simmonds said he
would not publicly pass judgment
on the wisdom of the Government's
decision to create a new civilian
agency, but under questioning by
opposition MPs he said the present.
security service has been doing a
good job of fighting subversive ac­
tivities.

"Security service operations are
sound and effective and it is doing
as good a job as it has ever done.
... (However) we’ve felt the need
for some legislation (to provide a
mandate and new investigative
powers) whether it is in the RCMP
or out.”

Canada is a relatively tranquil
country and there is not likely any
great need for new powers to open
mail to investigate domestic sub­

versive activity, he said.
However, he would like security

investigators to have mail-opening
powers, as proposed in C-9, under
conditions approved by a judge for
investigations into espionage and
terrorism.

Mr. Simmonds also said regular
police investigators should have
mail-opening powers for narcotics
investigations. Bill C-9 does not
give police any additional powers,
but would give the civilian agency
very broad powers of search and
seizure.

Mr. Robinson said that even if
mail-opening and other new powers
can be justified for use in investiga­
tions of foreign spies and terrorists,
he agreed with the royal commis­
sion recommendation that these
powers should not be used to inves­
tigate domestic subversives.

Mr. Simmonds said domestic
subversive activities are “very,
very marginal" at the moment, but
there was one recent case in which
he would have liked the security
service to have the power to open
mail. He would not give details, but
the investigation centred on “an
organization with international
connections . .. involved in serious
crimes in Canada."

He told reporters later that the
investigation had “some reasonable
success, but perhaps much more
slowly and at much greater expense
than might have been necessary.”

Although the RCMP security
service acknowledged to the royal
commission that .mail had been
opened illegally for more years -■
than anybody could remember for
sure, the force never provided
examples in public hearings of
where a serious threat to national
security had been thwarted by this
technique.
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