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cAr?VAT^23 KAPLAN, CP, DEPUTE,GENERAL DU CANADA,
ANNONCE ^’ADOPTION D’JNE NOUVEL
POLITIQUE CONCERNANT LA,DESTRUC
™Sx£23££ER3,sD5 SECURITE DE LA,VUE DE ^OTEGER LA VIE PRIVECANADIENS • '.
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THE HON. BOB KAPLAN, P.C., M.'P.,
SOLICITOR GENERAL OF CANADA,
ANNOUNCES A NEW POLICY FOR THE
DESTRUCTION OF RCMP .-SECURITY FILES

.TO PROTECT THE PRIVACY OF CANADIANS

a’v’Cv,'■'

February 11, 1983
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OTTAWA--Th’e 'Solicitor General of
Canada the Hon. Bob Kaplan, P.C.,
M.P., announced today a new policy
for the destruction of existing
files on individuals maintained by
the Security Service of the
R.C.M.P. Mr. Kaplan said -that all
such files will be reviewed and
destroyed unless:

a) the person;is the subject of
; • investigation 'by the Security

■Service for security screening
purposes;

* • • • *

b) there is reason to suspect
that the person has been, is,
or will be engaged in activi­
ties that fall within the duly
authorized mandate of the Secu-

• rity Service;

c) there is reason to suspect
• that the person who is or who
soon will be in a position

' with access' to security classi­
fied information,, may become
subject to blackmail or may
become indiscreet or dishonest
in such a way as to endanger
the national security;_

d) the file in question, having
met the test of (a), (b) or (c)
is still of operational use.

OTTAWA—Le Solliciteu.r general .du
Canada, 1’hori. Bob Kaplan, CP, de
a annonce aujourd'hui 1’adoption
nouvelle politique sur la destruc
des dossiers personnels que conse
Service de securite de la GRC.
M. Kaplan a declare que tous ces
dossiers seront- examines, puis del
sauf: .

• J
a) si le Service de securite est

faire une enquete sur une pers
aux fins du filtrage securitaj

b) s’fl y a lieu de soupjonner q
personne s*est adonnee, s’a'do
s’adonnera a des activites qd
relevent du mandat dument aud
du Service de securite;

•• • ■ - •*

c} si on a des raisons de soupgd
qu*une personne qui Occupe O’J
occupera bientot un poste doj
acces.a des documents classi
peut etre soumise a du chant
p.eut devenir indiscrete ou m
honnete au point de mettre e
la securite du Canada;

d) si le dossier en question,
non vise par 1‘alinea a), b
ou c), est toujours actif.
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Files covered by this policy are
not only traditional paper
records but also records retained• •
in electronic form,

Mr. Kaplan noted, however, that
these guidelines will not apply to
files on individuals kept for
purely administrative reasons, for
example, personnel files of
employees of the Security Service
or those who provide some
administrative service to the* •
Security' Service, nor will these
guidelines apply to files
concerning sources of the Security
Service.

• ..." 1
t

The process of review that will
lead to the destruction of files
that do not meet the criteria of
the new policy will be carried out
by the Security Service and will
be overseen by a committee of
officials to be made up of members
of the Security Service as well as
officials from the Department of
the Solicitor General and the
Department of Justice. Mr. Kaplan
said that the review will begin
soon.

Cette politique ne s'applique pas
seulement aux dossiers classiques
support de papier, mais aussi aux
fichiers electronigues.

M. Kaplan a toutefois fait remarqi
que ces Jignes directrices ne vise
pas les dossiers personnels consex
pour des raisons purement
administrati.ves, par exemple, les
dossiers des employes du Service c
securite ou des personnes qui assi}
des services administratifs a
celui-ci. Fa outre, elles ne
s’appliquent pas non plus aux doss'

concernant des sources du Service
Securite.

I
Le processus d’examen qui entraine
destruction des dossiers ne satisfj
sant pas aux -criteres de 1^ nouvel
politique incombera au Service de
rite, sous la surveillance d‘un coi
de fonctionnaires forme de membres
ce service et des ministeres du So:
citeur general et de la Justice.
M. Kaplan declare que I’^xamen coms
cera sous peu.

M. Kaplan a signale que, apres 1 * e:
men, les dossiers qui doivent etre
conserves feront 1’objet, a la pren
occasion, d’un deuxieme examen de :
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Hr. Kaplan noted, that files that,
after review, are to be retained
will be subject to further review
at the first opportunity by the
Privacy Commissioner in accordance
with provisions of the new Privacy
Act to be proclaimed soon. In
this regard, Mr. Kaplan stated
that he will call Upon the Privacy
Commissioner to play an external
review role and to provide a
report with respect to whether the
retained files meet the provisions
of section 4 of the new
legislation which requires that
"no personal information shall be
collected by a government
institution unless it relates
directly to an operating program
or activity of the institution”.

. Mr.' Kaplan explained that files
designated for destruction will be
dealt with in accordance with
established policy for disposal of
government records approved by the'
Dominion Archivist. Files
designated for destruction but of
historical value will be
transferred to the custody of the
Dominion Archivist subject to
prior review by the Privacy
Commissioner. -■

part du commissaire a la protectioi
la vie privee, et ce, conformement
Loi sur la protection de la vie- pr:
qui sera promulguee bientot. A ce8
egard,. M. Kaplan a declare qu’il
demandera au commissaire de jouer t
role d’examinateur independent, et <
presenter un rapport indignant si :
dossiers conserves satisfont aux
dispositions de 1‘article 4 de la■ .
nouvelle loi qui prevoit que: "Les
seuls renseignements personnels que
peut recueillir une institution
federate sont ceux qui ont un lien
direct avec ses programmes’ ou ses
activites.”

M. Kaplan a explique que les dossid
detruire seront traites conformeraen
la politique approUvee par I’Archiv
federal en matiere d‘elimination de
dossiers gouvernementaux. La garde
dossiers a detruire qui ont une val
historique sera confiee a 1’Archivi
federal, une fois que le commissair
la protection de la vie privee, les
examines. ■

M. Kaplan a declare que les dossier
detruire le seront des que les
tribunaux auront tranche les affair
en cours.
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Kaplan stated that files to be
destroyed «will be destroyed as
soon matters currently before.
the courts have been concluded,

’’The file opening procedures of
the past were not illegal but were
criticized by the McDonald
Commission . as invading the privacy
of Canadians Without
justification”^ said Mr. Kaplan;
"I have agreed with this
criticism/ The new policy will
provide a better assurance for
Canadians that their privacy is
being respected in the operations
of the Security Service”„

For further information:
(613) 996-0220 ’

•"ses politiques qui regissaient p
passe 1’ouverture des dossiers
n’etaient pas illegales, mais la
Commission McDonald les a critiqu
parce qu'elle les considerait comi
atteinte a la vie privee, a dit M
Kaplan, et j’estime que cette cri
est fondee. La nouvelle politique
donnera aux Canadians une meilleu:
assurance que le Service de s£cur
respecte leur vie privee,”

l

- 30 -

Pour de plus amples renseignement;
(613) 996-0’220
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