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1. Further to my memorandum to you
this subject (Tab A), the following
matter will be of interest.

of May 26, 1982, on
developments on this

2. The Advisory Committee referred to in paragraph 4 of
my earlier memorandum has now been set up by the Director
General of the Security Service. Its purpose is twofold:
first, to offer advice on how the Security Service can most
expeditiously comply with overall Government policies on
file destruction and archival matters; and second, to suggest
criteria for determining which of those categories of files
criticized by McDonald should be retained by the Security
Service. Further details of the Committee's objectives
and agreed terms of reference are contained in the exchange
of correspondence between Michael Shoemaker of June 2, 1982
and Bert Giroux's reply of June 18, 1982 (Tab B).
3. Now that the necessary process has been established for
the preparation of a new Security Service policy on file
destruction, it is appropriate for you to formally acknowledge
Commissioner Simmonds' original correspondence on this matter.
On March 15, 1982 the Commissioner forwarded his preliminary
proposals on file destruction in response to your letter of
November 4, 1981 (Tab C). Subsequent to that proposal,
(on April 1, 1982) the Commissioner forwarded a copy of
correspondence from Dr. W.I. Smith, the Dominion Archivist,
which pointed out the failure of the Security Service to
comply with the Public Records Order (PC 1966-1749) since
1966 (Tab D).
4. The Commissioner's first letter has been overtaken by
events largely triggered by his second letter (see paragraph 2,
Tab A). While the Commissioner's original proposal can no
doubt serve as a useful starting point for the work of the
Committee, the following general problems concerning its
content should be noted:
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- it does not address McDonald's comments or criticisms
on Security Service file holdings, except for files~on
homosexuals; .... ’ .. ’

- while it deals with "hardcover" files on individuals,
it does not cover Security Service files on organizations,
or policy and administrative files;

- despite the increasing use by the Security Service of
computerized data banks, the proposal does not mention
how such information (as opposed to hardcover files) should
be "destroyed" or "purged".

5. A letter to Commissioner Simmonds
on this subject are attached for your

and a housebook card
consideration.

Andre Bissonnette

Attach.
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