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November 18, 1981

Dear Mr. Kaplan:

Hon. Bob Kaplan
Solicitor General of Canada
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario
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On August 27 I sent you a letter in which I asked you several questions concerning
the recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry Concerning Certain Activities of
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Generally, I expressed my concern that the
government may not comply with the recommendations in the report as they affect the
Canadian lesbian and gay community. Specifically, I wanted to know if and when you
intended to instruct that all files that the RCMP have amassed over the years on the
gay population of this country be destroyed. Also, I wanted to know what guidelines
were to be given the new civilian security agency so that such a violation of citizens'
privacy would not be repeated. As well, I wanted to know if the abolition of the
post in the security screening branch of the Security Service responsible for homo­
sexual investigations was forthcoming.

In your reply of October 1, you stated that my concerns were to be given "immediate
attention" by your departmental officials, and that you would be prepared to make a
public statement on this matter within a month. This has not happened. In fact, I
noticed that on November 1 in the House of Commons that you were asked a question
relating to my concerns by Svend Robinson. At that time you were, to say the least,
non-commital. On November 4, in a telephone discussion with your personal secretary,
I was referred to one of your departmental officials who said that she would conduct
"an investigation" into the matter, and get back to me. This, as well, has not
happened.

It is my perception, Mr. Kaplan, that you do not truly intend to take action in
destroying the files of our secret police, but that you will bide your time until
public reaction dies down. There are many Canadians who suspect that they have had
their privacy invaded and that the documentation still exists and perhaps always will
exist. I urgently await your reply.

Sincerely,

Kevin Orr,
for Gays of Ottawa
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