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C
T>D, Finn
Andre Bissonnette

Dear Mr. Strayer,

You will recall that when I wrote to you on
September 12, 1930 concerning the draft Discussion Eaper
on the Canadian Human Rights Act, I noted that this
Department has a special interest in the question of
possible restrictions to the proposed amendments which
might be necessary for reasons of national security.
In the interval, I have had occasion to give fuller
consideration to the implications of your proposals
for the management and the security of the foreign service.
I am not/ of the view that the relevant sections of the
Discussion Paper will need significant clarification in
order for Ministers to have a full understanding of the
implications of the proposals.

As you know, Mr. Justice McDonald, whose first
report is expected soon, has devoted a great deal of
attention to the security screening policies and practices
of the Government. I believe that the Discussion Paper
should take account of whatever recommendations he may
make on this issue - the question of the weight to be
given such matters as political opinion, sexual orien­
tation, and criminal conviction in considering govern­
ment employment will be particularly relevant. Accord­
ingly, I am of the view that full consideration cannot
be given the Discussion Paper until after ws have Mr.
Justice McDonald's report.

I am taking the liberty of sending copies of
this letter to Mr. T.D. Finn, Assistant Secretary to the
Cabinet (Security & Intelligence) and to Mr. AndrS
Bissonnette.. Deputy Solicitor General.

Yours sincerely.
Original Signed by

A. E. GOTLIEB

Un der-Secretary

Mr;. B. L. Strayer. Q.C,
Assistant Deputy Minister (Public Law)

Department of Justice,
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OTTAWA

A0053131 1-001730

AGC-4062


